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time a vigorous advocacy of a point of view and a program with which the 
author has xmreservedly joined himself for the purpose of constructively con- 
tributing to the progress of American schools. 



Education of subnormal pupils. — The treatment of subnormal pupils has 
come to be recognized in recent years as a problem in which society must be 
interested for its own protection. Subnormality is not merely a negative 
fact limiting the possibihties of personal Ufe; it is a positive menace to social 
welfare and must be met by measures of a vigorous type. In order that the 
facts may be widely understood, it is well that the problems of subnormality 
should be presented in a form to be readily understood by general readers. 

Professor Hollingworth has prepared a book' of a very elementary t5T)e, 
covering in an untechnical way the major definitions and problems in the field. 

Her fundamental position is that mental deficiency is due to a slow 
development of the individual, resxilting in most cases from inherited causes. 
The resulting mentality is like normal mentality in quality, but is less in quan- 
tity and unsynmietrical in development. Education should aim to cultivate 
those si>ecific, desirable habits which the limited mentality of the subnormal 
individual permits him to take on. Society should take vigorous steps to 
stamp out the causes of subnormality because this is the only really effective 
way of dealing with the matter. 

While expoimding this general view Professor Hollingworth reviews many 
of the discussions and gives an elementary account of the tests by which 
deficiency is detected and defined. She also gives copious bibliographies at 
the end of each chapter. 

The book will be useful for general readers and for classes of beginners 
who need a simple treatment of general mental tests and methods of recogniz- 
ing and segregating defectives. 

School administration. — ^The problems of school administration are many 
and varied. It is easy for the sujjerintendent or principal to become lost in 
the complexity of his work unless his thinking is guided by a sound adminis- 
trative and supervisory policy. A book by Professor Hanus^ "is intended, 
as far as it goes, to help the sui>erintendent of schools, and other persons who 
are charged with the responsibility of providing good schools and school 
systems for the pubUc, to formulate and justify their opinions and procedure. 
It is hoped, therefore, that the book will be of some use to principab and 
teachers as well as to superintendents, and also to members of boards of 
education and other school officials" (p. iii). 

' Leta S. Hollingworth, The Psychology of Sttbnormal Children. New York: 
Macmillan Co., 1920. Pp. 3dx-|-288. 

'FAVL'H.'H.Aiivs, School Administration and School Reports. Boston: Houghton 
Mifflin Co., 1920. Pp. xi-l-200. $1.75. 



